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Iq� d[p� ]``k� pr^d� [� ark� ^lrmh`� la� jlkqdpÆ� Td`

JBA@�dlpq`_�[�tlk_`oarh�A`k^d�A[o�molco[j� ek

`[ohv� @moehÀ� W`� d`h_� p`s`o[h� k`qtlogekc

lmmloqrkeqe`pÃ� ek^hr_ekc� Pe^gh`][hh� [q� S`osÃ� JBCS

Bh`[k� Um� C[vp� qdolrcdlrq� qd`� BlrkqvÃ� [k_

qo[_eqelk[h� k`qtlogekc� d[mmv� dlrop� alo� lro

p`^qelkp� [k_� ek� dlklo� la� B`h`]o[qekc� lro� ��

Jr_e^e[h� Cepqoe^q� BlroqÀ� Td[kg� vlr� ql� `s`ovlk`

tdl�[qq`k_`_Ã�m[oqe^em[q`_Ã�[k_�pmlkplo`_�qd`p`

`s`kqpÀ� W`� [o`� [� s`ov� molr_� [k_� ]rpv� ][o

[ppl^e[qelk�ê�qd[kg�vlr�alo�g``mekc�qd[q�clekcÀ�

qd

Ok�qlm�la�lro� o`crh[ohv�p^d`_rh`_�molco[jjekcÃ

lk�M[v���t`�d`h_�[k�ek[rcro[h�L[t�C[v�`s`kq�[q

qd`�Jldkplk�Blrkqv�Blroqdlrp`�teqd�^hlp`�ql���

ek� [qq`k_[k^`Ã� ek^hr_ekc�je__h`� [k_� decd� p^dllh

pqr_`kqpÃ� fr_c`pÃ� [k_� mo[^qeqelk`opÀ� W`� d`[o_

aolj�p`s`o[h�Jr_e^e[h�pm`[g`op�lk�qd`�ejmloq[k^`

la�qd`�Rrh`�la�L[tÃ�la�lro�mola`ppelkÃ�[k_�la�L[t

C[vÀ�Td`�`s`kq�t[p�[k�lmmloqrkeqv�alo�h[tv`op�ql

o`[aaeoj� qd`eo� l[qd� ql� qd`� Sq[q`� [k_� E`_`o[h

Blkpqeqrqelkp� [k_� [k� lmmloqrkeqv� alo� qd`� A`k^d

[k_�A[o� ql�^lkk`^q�teqd�o`pm`^q�[k_�o`^lckeqelk

la�lro�mola`ppelkÀ� Iq�t[p�[hpl�[�pm[^`�alo�je__h`

[k_� decd� p^dllh� pqr_`kqp� ek� Jldkplk� Blrkqv� ql

t[q^d�rp�_l�qdlp`�qdekcpÀ�

Weqd� qd`� d`hm� la� qd`� E`_`o[h� A[o� @ppl^e[qelk

Bd[mq`o� alo� K[kp[p� [k_� W`pq`ok� Cepqoe^q� la

MepplroeÃ�t`�t`o`�[]h`�ql�ekseq`�[o`[�pqr_`kqp�ql

j``q� [k_� co``q� fr_c`p� [k_� mo[^qeqelk`op� [k_� ql

q[g`� ao``� ^ese^� `_r^[qelk� ]llgp� ][^g� ql� qd`eo

m`oplk[h�he]o[oe`pÀ�

I� [j� molr_� qd[q� JBA@� ep� laa`oekc� jlo`� ^ese^

`_r^[qelk� lmmloqrkeqe`p� qdep� v`[oÀ� Iq� ep� t`hhç

_l^rj`kq`_� qd[q� ^ese^� `_r^[qelk� ep� ^oeqe^[h� ql

j[ekq[ekekc�[�d`[hqdv�_`jl^o[^vÀ�@�o`^`kq�pqr_v

mr]hepd`_�]v�qd`�P`t�R`p`[o^d�B`kq`o�alrk_�qd[q

lkhv� ��«� la� @j`oe^[kp� p[v� qd`v� arhhv� qorpq� lro

cls`okj`kqÀ�Ik�����Ã�td`k�qd`�pqr_v�]`c[kÃ�qd[q

krj]`o�t[p�[q���«À�Wdeh`�qorpq�ek�cls`okj`kq�ep

[q� [k� [hhçqej`� hltÃ� mlh[oex[qelk� ep� [q� [k� [hhçqej`

decd�teqd� �����UÀSÀ� [_rhqp� p[vekc� qd[q� slq`op� klq

lkhv� _ep[co``� lk� mh[kp� [k_� mlhe^e`p� ]rq� [hpl

^[kklq�[co``�lk�][pe^�a[^qpÀ�

I� aeojhv� ]`he`s`� qd`� t[v� qdolrcd� qd`p`� eppr`p� ep

[^^`pp� ql� ^ese^� `_r^[qelkÀ� W`� h[tv`op� [o`

rkenr`hv� peqr[q`_� ql� laa`o� qdepÀ� Ok`� rm^ljekc

lmmloqrkeqv�ep�qdep�Srjj`oÆ�Td`�Jldkplk�Blrkqv

A[o� @ppl^e[qelk� ep� olhhekc� lrq� rk]e[p`_Ã� depqlovç

][p`_� ^ese^� `_r^[qelk� molco[jjekc� [olrk_� qd`

@rcrpq� ][hhlq� nr`pqelk� lk� td`qd`o� j`oeq

p`h`^qelk� pdlrh_� o`j[ek� ek� K[kp[p� alo� Srmo`j`

Blroq� Jrpqe^`pÀ� W`� tehh� ]`� sepeqekc� hl^[h

^ljjrkeqv� colrmpÃ� he]o[oe`pÃ� `q^À� ql� pd[o`� qd`

depqlov� la� lro� pvpq`j� [k_� molse_`� `_r^[qelk� ql

lro�^ljjrkeqv�j`j]`opÀ�

Tdep�molco[jÃ� heg`�jr^d�la�td[q�t`�_l�[q�JBA@Ã

laa`op� [� qor`� mr]he^� p`ose^`Ã� [k_� I� dlm`� vlr�tehh

flek� rpÀ� Ia� vlr� [o`� ekq`o`pq`_� ek� peckekc� rm� ql

mo`p`kq� lo� d[s`� [k� e_`[� alo� [� ^ljjrkeqv

loc[kex[qelk�t`�pdlrh_�o`[^d�lrq�qlÃ�mh`[p`�`j[eh

j`�lo�T[k[Æ�

https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2025/12/04/public-trust-in-government-1958-2025/
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2025/07/30/most-americans-say-republican-and-democratic-voters-cannot-agree-on-basic-facts/




Over the last few monthsÃ I have had conversations

with attorneys from a wide range of practice areas and

experience levelsÃ along with judgesÃ sponsorsÃ law

studentsÃ and community partnersÀ One thing has

become very clear very quicklyÄ people care deeply

about this organization and about maintaining a strong

legal community in Johnson CountyÀ

I have enjoyed seeing the relationshipsÃ

professionalism and sense of community that exist

throughout the associationÀ Whether it is volunteering

at eventsÃ mentoring younger attorneysÃ serving on

committeesÃ sponsoring programsÃ or simply attending

and staying involvedÃ those contributions matter and

are what continue to move the organization forwardÀ

As we continue through the yearÃ I look forward to

building on the strong foundation already in place

while continuing to support meaningful programmingÃ

member engagementÃ professional developmentÃ and

opportunities for connection within the legal

communityÀ

Your input is always welcomeÀ If there are ways JCBA

can better support youÃ your practiceÃ or your

involvement with the associationÃ I encourage you to

reach outÀ

Thank you again for the warm welcome over these first

several weeksÀ I look forward to continuing to work

alongside all of you in the years aheadÀ
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It was a pleasure meeting so many of you at the Bench

Bar Conference earlier this springÀ What a way to step

into a new roleÃ jumping in at full speedÀ Since thenÃ I

have had the opportunity to meet many more members

through CLEsÃ networking eventsÃ committee meetingsÃ

happy hoursÃ and other JCBA programs over the past

several weeksÀ

The success of these events is a direct reflection of the

many people who contribute to themÀ The Bench Bar

Committee dedicated significant time and effort behind

the scenesÃ the JCBA Board has provided steady

supportÃ and our volunteers continue to help ensure

programs run smoothly throughout the yearÀ From

educational programming to social events and

community outreachÃ it truly has been a team effortÃ and

I appreciate the work that so many people put into

making JCBA successfulÀ

I also want to recognize the sponsors and business

partners who continue to support the association and

our membersÀ Some of these organizations have

partnered with JCBA for many yearsÃ while others are

newer relationships we are continuing to buildÀ Those

partnerships help make many of our programs possible

while also creating additional resourcesÃ connectionsÃ

and benefits for our membershipÀ I appreciate the

investment these organizations make in the Johnson

County legal community and look forward to continuing

to strengthen those relationships moving forwardÀ

On a personal noteÃ stepping into the role of Executive

Director has been both exciting and energizingÀ While I

have prior experience working with bar associationsÃ

this position brings a new perspective and a greater

opportunity to serve the legal community in Johnson

CountyÀ I have approached the role with a focus on

listeningÃ learningÃ and getting to know both the

organization and the people who make it strongÀ
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h`[_`op�j[g`�ek�qd`eo�loc[kex[qelkpÃ�[k_�ek�qdep

A[o�[p�[�tdlh`Ã�^[kklq�]`�ls`opq[q`_À�

�

Wd`k� I� qdekg�la� h`[_`opdem� ek� [^qelkÃ� I� qdekg�la

qd`�pq`hh[o�qorpq``p�lk�qd`�Jldkplk�Blrkqv�A[o

Elrk_[qelk�Al[o_�qd[q�I�d[s`�d[_�qd`�mh`[pro`

la� p`osekc� teqd� ls`o� qd`� h[pq� p`s`k� v`[opÀ� @p

]rpv�[p� qd`v�[hh�[o`�teqd�tlog�l]hec[qelkp�[k_

qd`eo� a[jehe`pÃ� qd`v� p`hah`pphv� slhrkq``o� qd`eo

qej`� [k_� q[h`kqp� ql� ces`� ][^g� ql� qd`� A[o

^ljjrkeqv� [k_� qdlp`� ek� k``_� ek� lro� Jldkplk

Blrkqv� ^ljjrkeqvÀ� Td`� p[j`� cl`p� alo� qd`

h`[_`op�tdl�p`os`�lk�qd`�Jldkplk�Blrkqv�A[o

@ppl^e[qelk� Al[o_� [k_� qdlp`� tdl� slhrkq``o

qd`eo� qej`� ql� d`hm� JBA@� [k_� JBAE� ^[oov� lrq

qd`eo� jeppelkp� qdolrcd� pmlkploekc� `s`kqpÃ

BLDpÃ�ark_o[ep`opÃ�`q^À�

@p�t`�phlt�_ltk�[�]eq� ql�`kflv�plj`�prjj`o

arkç� qoemp� ql� qd`� mllhÃ� s[^[qelkpÃ� `q^Àç� I

`k^lro[c`�rp�[hh�ql�hllg�[olrk_�[k_�o`^lckex`

qd`� nre`q� _l`opÃ� qd`� h`[_`op� tdl� j[g`� lro

loc[kex[qelkp�[k_�lro�A[o�^ljjrkeqv�[�heqqh`�]eq

]`qq`o�_[v�]v�_[vÃ�q[pg�]v�q[pgÀ�@k_�I�dlm`�t`

[hh�[pmeo`�ql�_l�qd`�p[j`À

@aq`o� jlo`� qd[k� [� _`^[_`� tlogekc� ek� qd`� h`c[h

ae`h_Ã� I� d[s`� p``k� lk`� o`^rooekc� qd`j`� oekc� qor`

qej`� [k_� qej`� [c[ekÂ� h`[_`opdem� ^[k� q[g`� j[kv

alojpÀ

L`[_`opdem� epkÛq� frpq� d`[_ekc� rm� [� colrm� lo

loc[kex[qelkÀ�IqÛp�klq�frpq�]`ekc�qd`�×]lppÀØ�IqÛp�klq

[rqlj[qe^À� Iq� epkÛq� plj`qdekc� vlr� ^[k� q`[^dÃ

k`^`pp[oehvÀ� IqÛp�klq�pl�jr^d�[�qeqh`Ã�[p� eq� ep�[k�[oq

aloj� [k_� [� mo[^qe^`À� W`Ûs`� [hh� d[_� ×h`[_`opØ� ek

lro� aeojp� lo� loc[kex[qelkp� tdl� _e_kÛq� o`[hhv� c`q

×eqÀØ�L`[_`opdem� ep�`hrpes`ç� eqÛp�d[o_�ql�mekmlekq�lo

_`aek`À� Arq� qorhv� co`[q� h`[_`opÁÀt`hhÃ� vlr� gklt

qd`j�td`k�vlr�p``�qd`jÀ

IqÛp� qd`�nre`q�_l`op�tdl�[o`�d[mmv� ql�meq^d� ek�lo

me^g� rm� qd`� ph[^g� alo� [� ^lçtlog`o� ek� k``_À� IqÛp

qdlp`�tdl�p`q�[k�`u[jmh`�[k_�qlk`�alo�qd`�laae^`

qd[q� lqd`op� [pmeo`� ql� `jrh[q`� [k_� `j]l_vÀ� IqÛp

plj`lk`�tdl�c`krek`hv�t[kqp�qd`�]`pq� alo� qd`eo

colrm�lo�loc[kex[qelk�[k_�`k^lro[c`p�lqd`op� ql

t[kq� qd`� p[j`� ]v� t[hgekc� qd`� t[hgÃ� klq� frpq

q[hgekc� qd`� q[hgÀ� IqÛp� qdlp`� tdl� d`hm� lqd`op� [k_

tlog� [hlkcpe_`� qd`j� ek� qd`� qo`k^d`p� teqdlrq

t[kqekc� lo� `um`^qekc� o`^lckeqelk� lo� [kvqdekc� ek

o`qrokÀ

Tdolrcdlrq�jv�^[o``oÃ�IÛs`�]``k�]h`pp`_�ql�tlog

teqd� krj`olrp� ^lçtlog`op� [k_� [qqlok`vp� tdl

`j]l_v� qd`p`� s`ov� qo[eqpÀ� IÛs`� h`[ok`_� pl� jr^d

aolj� p``ekc� dlt� co`[q� h`[_`op� h`[_Ã� [k_� td[q

qd`v� _l� `[^d� [k_� `s`ov� _[vç� qd`� ]ec� [k_� qd`

pj[hh� qdekcpç� ql� `k^lro[c`� lqd`op� ql� alhhlt� ek

qd`eo�allqpq`mpÀ�Td`p`�qdekcp�^[k�]`�`[pv�ql�jeppÀ

Arq�ea�vlr�q[g`�qd`�qej`�ql�hllg�alo�eqÃ�vlr�tehh�p``

j[kv�[j[xekc�h`[_`op�tlogekc�ek�`s`ov�[pm`^q�la

lro�Jldkplk�Blrkqv�A[oÀ�Td`�_eaa`o`k^`�qd`p`������



Wd[q�j[_`�vlr�t[kq�ql�]`^lj`�[�E`hhlt�[k_�qd`k�`s`kqr[hhv�flek�qd`�Al[o_Ë�

I attended Johnson County Bar Foundation events for years before I knew anything about the

organization itselfÀ InitiallyÃ I simply enjoyed the events and the sense of community they fostered amongst

attorneys and judgesÀ

 

Several years agoÃ during the FoundationÛs Legacy Event í its primary annual fundraiser í one of the

highlighted charitable organizations particularly resonated with meÀ ThatÛs when I learned the Foundation

provides substantial financial support each year to numerous nonprofit organizations doing meaningful

work in our communityÀ

 

The legal profession does not always enjoy the best public perceptionÃ and I am admittedly cynical at

timesÀ Being involved with an organization made up of legal professionals that provides realÃ tangible

support to nonprofits doing incredible work in the community genuinely resonated with meÀ IÛve enjoyed

every year IÛve served on the BoardÀ

�

Fellows make a commitment to financially support the
goals and objectives of The Foundation through charitable

contributions. 

Click this link to become a fellow today!

JOHNSON �BOUNTY �A@R �EOUNC@T ION �ED L LOW �SPOTL IFHT

Eeoj�k[j`Â�Merrill Law

 

Po[^qe^`�[o`[�pm`^e[hqv�al^rpË Criminal DefenseÀ I also serve as

the Leawood Municipal Court JudgeÀ

  

E[sloeq`�[pm`^q�la�vlro� fl]Ë�ColleaguesÀ IÛm fortunate to interact

daily with attorneysÃ judgesÃ and courthouse staff across a number

of jurisdictions on a daily basisÀ I feel lucky to have developed

friendships with people I also happen to see while workingÀ 

  

E[sloeq`�dl]]e`pË�Golf ç which is embarrassing to admit because

my skill level is not remotely commensurate with the numbers of

hours IÛve playedÀ  I also enjoy finding ways to spend time with my

teenage son that he doesnÛt immediately consider lameÀ

@� heqqh`çgkltk� a[^q� qd[q� m`lmh`� tlrh_� ]`� promoep`_� ql� gklt

[]lrq�vlrË I come from a family of ping pong playersÀ Outside of

collegeÃ IÛve never lived in a house without a ping pong tableÃ and

I will accept all challengersÀ

JERRY MERRILL

Photo from the 2026 Johnson County Bar

Foundation Legacy Gala

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

https://www.johnsoncountybarfoundation.org/join
https://www.johnsoncountybarfoundation.org/join




qd`� Oaae^`� la� Cep^emhek[ov� @_jekepqo[qelk,� [k_

[qqlok`vp�ek�_eaa`o`kq�pq[c`p�la�qd`eo�^[o``op.

Tdep� ^lhh[]lo[qelk� teqd� qd`� S`kelo� S`^qelk

o`ah`^qp� [klqd`o� g`v� [pm`^q� la� h`[_`opdem:

h`[okekc�aolj�qdlp`�tdl�d[s`�^lj`�]`alo`�rp.

Av�`kc[cekc�teqd�jlo`�`um`oe`k^`_�[qqlok`vp,

vlrkc� h[tv`op� c[ek� klq� lkhv� gklth`_c`,� ]rq

m`opm`^qes`,�tde^d�ep�[k�`pp`kqe[h�ekco`_e`kq�ek

plrk_�fr_cj`kq�[k_�`aa`^qes`�[_sl^[^v.

L`[_`opdem� [hpl� j`[kp� q[gekc� ekeqe[qes`� teqdek

lro� ltk� o[kgp.� Wd`qd`o� ]v� [qq`k_ekc� `s`kqp,

slhrkq``oekc� alo� ^ljjeqq``p,� lo� pejmhv

o`[^dekc� lrq� ql� [� ^lhh`[cr`,� `[^d� la� rp

^lkqoe]rq`p� ql� qd`� ^rhqro`� [k_�_eo`^qelk�la� qd`

Ylrkc� L[tv`op� S`^qelk.� Td`� jlj`kqrj� t`

[o`�]reh_ekc� ep�[�_eo`^q�o`prhq�la�j`j]`op�tdl

[o`�tehhekc�ql� eks`pq� qd`eo� qej`�[k_�`k`ocv� ekql

plj`qdekc� h[oc`o� qd[k� qd`jp`hs`p.�W`� [o`� pl

co[q`arh� ql� d[s`� [� ^ljjrkeqv� qd[q� mlrop� ekql

qd`�A[o�[k_�qd`�k`uq�c`k`o[qelk�la�h[tv`op.

@p� qd`� v`[o� molco`pp`p,� t`� `k^lro[c`� [hh

j`j]`op� ql� pq[v� ekslhs`_,� [qq`k_� rm^ljekc

`s`kqp,�[k_�^lkpe_`o�dlt�qd`v�^[k�mh[v�[�olh`

ek� pd[mekc� lro� p`^qelk’p� arqro`.� L`[_`opdem

lmmloqrkeqe`p� [o`� `s`ovtd`o`,� qd`v� laq`k� frpq

o`nreo`�[�tehhekck`pp�ql�pq`m�alot[o_.
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Td`� Ylrkc� L[tv`op� S`^qelk� la� qd`� Jldkplk

Blrkqv� A[o� @ppl^e[qelk� ^lkqekr`p� ql

_`jlkpqo[q`� qd[q� h`[_`opdem� ep�klq�[� qeqh`,� eq� ep�[

mo[^qe^`.� Wd`qd`o� ek� qd`� ^lroqollj,� qd`

^ljjrkeqv,� lo� lro� ltk� mola`ppelk[h� ^eo^h`p,

vlrkc�h[tv`op�[o`�rkenr`hv�mlpeqelk`_�ql�pd[m`

qd`� arqro`� la� qd`� mola`ppelk� qdolrcd

`kc[c`j`kq,�^lhh[]lo[qelk,�[k_�[�tehhekck`pp�ql

pq`m�alot[o_.

Td[q� pmeoeq� la� h`[_`opdem� t[p� lk� arhh� _epmh[v� [q

lro�o`^`kq�flekq�d[mmv�dlro�teqd�qd`�K[kp[p�A[o

@ppl^e[qelk.� Td`� `s`kq� p[t� [k� lrqpq[k_ekc

qroklrq,�]oekcekc�qlc`qd`o�[qqlok`vp�ek�[�o`h[u`_

[k_�^lhh`ce[h� p`qqekc.�A`vlk_� qd`�^lks`op[qelkp

[k_� ^lkk`^qelkp,� qd`� `s`kekc� p`os`_� [p� [

o`jek_`o� qd[q� h`[_`opdem� laq`k� ]`cekp� teqd

pdltekc� rm.� Areh_ekc� o`h[qelkpdemp,� `u^d[kcekc

e_`[p,� [k_� alpq`oekc� [� p`kp`� la� ^ljjrkeqv

[^olpp� loc[kex[qelkp� ep� qd`� alrk_[qelk� alo

coltqd.�Td`�pr^^`pp�la� qd`�`s`kq�_`jlkpqo[q`p

qd`� s[hr`� la� ^lhh[]lo[qelk� [k_� qd`� pqo`kcqd� la

lro�h`c[h�^ljjrkeqv�td`k�t`�tlog�qlc`qd`o.

@p�t`� hllg� [d`[_,� qd`� Ylrkc� L[tv`op� S`^qelk

o`j[ekp� ^ljjeqq`_� ql� molse_ekc� lmmloqrkeqe`p

alo� ]lqd� mola`ppelk[h� _`s`hlmj`kq� [k_

^lkk`^qelk.�Ok�@rcrpq���,�YLS�ep�dlpqekc�[�flekq

BLD� teqd� qd`� S`kelo� S`^qelk,� al^rp`_� lk

e_`kqeavekc� “o`_� ah[cp”� qd[q� vlrkc� [qqlok`vp

pdlrh_�t[q^d� alo� ek� qd`eo�mo[^qe^`.�Tdep�molco[j

tehh� ]`� `pm`^e[hhv� s[hr[]h`,� laa`oekc� mo[^qe^[h

ekpecdqp� _o[tk� aolj� v`[op� la� `um`oe`k^`.� Oro

m[k`h�tehh�a`[qro`�o`mo`p`kq[qes`p�aolj�K@L@P,
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Toe[h� T`^d� M[_`� Sejmh`Â� Tllhp� Ds`ov

L[tv`o�B[k�Up`

Wehh�Hropq

Td`� `aa`^qes`� rp`� la� q`^dklhlcv� ek� qoe[h

mo`p`kq[qelkp,� ek^hr_ekc� sepr[h� [e_p,� _eceq[h

`se_`k^`,� qej`hek`p,� co[mde^p,� se_`lp,

[kej[qelkp,� [k_� mo`p`kq[qelk� pqor^qro`� ql

ejmols`� frolo� rk_`opq[k_ekc� [k_

`kc[c`j`kq.� Td`� molco[j� [hpl� `u[jek`p

mo[^qe^[h� ^lroqollj� ^lkpe_`o[qelkp� ekslhsekc

`ude]eqp,� o`^lo_ekcp,� `se_`kqe[ov� eppr`p,� [k_

j[ekq[ekekc� [� ^ljmh`q`� qoe[h� o`^lo_.

@__eqelk[h� _ep^rppelk� al^rp`p� lk� [_[mqekc

mo`p`kq[qelkp� ql� j``q� qd`� `um`^q[qelkp� la

jl_`ok� frolop� pd[m`_� ]v� _eceq[h� j`_e[� [k_

q`^dklhlcv.

We’ve Got You Covered CLE
June 5, 2026

RDF I STDR �NOW Æ

SB@N�OR�RDFISTDR�
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Lrk^d�Ao`[g

Lrk^d� tehh� ]`� molse_`_� alo� arhh� _[v� [qq`k_``p.

P[oqe^em[kqp�[o`�`k^lro[c`_�ql�rp`�qdep�qej`�ql

k`qtlog� teqd� a`hhlt� [qqlok`vp,� pm`[g`op,

pmlkplop,� [k_� j`j]`op� la� qd`� hl^[h� h`c[h

^ljjrkeqv.

��Â���PM�ê��Â���PM

Td`�Dqde^p�la�L`c[h�Woeqekc�ek�qd`�@I�@c`

PolaÀ�Sq`s`�L`]`k

Td`� `qde^[h� [k_� mo[^qe^[h� rp`� la� c`k`o[qes`� @I

ek� h`c[h� o`p`[o^d,� _o[aqekc,� [k_� ^he`kq� tlog,

ek^hr_ekc� [qqlok`v� o`pmlkpe]eheqe`p� rk_`o� qd`

K[kp[p� Rrh`p� la� Pola`ppelk[h� Blk_r^q� o`h[q`_

ql� ^ljm`q`k^`,� ^lkae_`kqe[heqv,� ^[k_lo� ql� qd`

qoe]rk[h,� [k_� prm`osepelk.� Td`� molco[j� [hpl

`u[jek`p� @A@� cre_[k^`,� s`oeae^[qelk

l]hec[qelkp�alo�@I�c`k`o[q`_�tlog�mol_r^q,�[k_

mo[^qe^[h�^lkpe_`o[qelkp�td`k�rpekc�@I� qllhp� ek

h`c[h�mo[^qe^`.
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T`k[kq� Bh[ejp� [k_� C`a`kp`p� Uk_`o� qd`

K[kp[p�R`pe_`kqe[h�L[k_hlo_�[k_�T`k[kq

@^q

Ne^g�Ah`ppekc

Bh[ejp� q`k[kqp� j[v� [pp`oq� rk_`o� qd`� K[kp[p

R`pe_`kqe[h�L[k_hlo_�[k_�T`k[kq�@^q,�_`a`kp`p

[s[eh[]h`� ek� `se^qelk� mol^``_ekcp,� o`^`kq

K[kp[p� ^[p`� h[t� ekslhsekc� `se^qelk� klqe^`

o`nreo`j`kqp,� [k_� mo[^qe^[h� ^lkpe_`o[qelkp� alo

[qqlok`vp� o`mo`p`kqekc� q`k[kqp� ek� dlrpekc

_epmrq`p.

R`cepq`o� alo� qd`� arhh� _[v� lo� d[ha� _[v

molco[j�lmqelkp.�

@mmols`_� alo�BLD�^o`_eq� ek�]lqd�K[kp[p

[k_� Mepplroe� alo� [� qlq[h� la� �.�� dlrop,

ek^hr_ekc� �.�� dlrop� la� Dqde^p� [k_

Pola`ppelk[hepj.

@qq`k_[k^`� ep� hejeq`_� [k_� [_s[k^`

o`cepqo[qelk�ep�o`nreo`_.

R`cepq`o� alo� qd`� arhh� _[v� lo� d[ha� _[v

molco[j�lmqelkp.�

@mmols`_� alo�BLD�^o`_eq� ek�]lqd�K[kp[p

[k_� Mepplroe� alo� [� qlq[h� la� �.�� dlrop,

ek^hr_ekc� �.�� dlrop� la� Dqde^p� [k_

Pola`ppelk[hepj.

@qq`k_[k^`� ep� hejeq`_� [k_� [_s[k^`

o`cepqo[qelk�ep�o`nreo`_.

https://members.jocobar.org/event-calendar/Details/we-ve-got-you-covered-6-hours-of-cle-1659927?sourceTypeId=Website
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JBA@ �¦ � KBMA@

Sl h l �Sj[ h h � E e oj

N` qtl o g e k c � D s `k q

JUND��

Tdep�ep�[�co`[q�lmmloqrkeqv�ql
^lkk`^q�teqd�^lhh`[cr`p�aolj
]lqd�loc[kex[qelkp�ek�[�o`h[u`_
p`qqekc,�`um[k_�vlro�k`qtlog,�[k_
]reh_�o`h[qelkpdemp�[^olpp�qd`
K[kp[p�Beqv�h`c[h�^ljjrkeqv.

�Wd`qd`o�vlr�[o`�[�plhl
mo[^qeqelk`o�lo�m[oq�la�[�pj[hh�aeoj,

^lj`�co[]�[�_oekg,�j``q�k`t
a[^`p,�[k_�^[q^d�rm�teqd�a[jehe[o
lk`p.

RSVP �

HDRD

Ylrkc � L [tv` o p

S ` ^ q e l k �N ` qtl o g e k c

¦ � H [ mm v �Hlr o

JUND��

Td`�Ylrkc�L[tv`op�S`^qelk�ekseq`p
j`j]`op�ql�flek�rp�alo�[k�`s`kekc
la�k`qtlogekc�[k_�^lks`op[qelk�[q
K-M[^dl’p�M`ue^[k�Foehh�[k_
B[kqek[�ek�Oh[qd`.

Wd`qd`o�vlr�[o`�k`t�ql�qd`
mola`ppelk,�hllgekc�ql�`um[k_�vlro
k`qtlog,�lo�pejmhv�dlmekc�ql
o`^lkk`^q�teqd�^lhh`[cr`p�lrqpe_`
qd`�laae^`,�qdep�`s`kq�laa`op�[
o`h[u`_�lmmloqrkeqv�ql�pm`k_�qej`
teqd�j`j]`op�la�qd`�Jldkplk
Blrkqv�h`c[h�^ljjrkeqv�ek�[�^[pr[h
p`qqekc.

Bd e h h � t e q d � q d ` �

B e s e h � A ` k ^d

JUND���

W` Û s ` � Fl q � Ylr � B l s ` o ` _

� �Hlr o p � B L D �

JUND��

N``_�BLD�dlrop?�W`’s`�clq�vlr
^ls`o`_.�Jlek�rp�alo�[�arhh�_[v�la
molco[jjekc�_`peck`_�ql�d`hm
vlr�j``q�vlro�[kkr[h
o`nreo`j`kqp�tdeh`�c[ekekc
mo[^qe^[h,�o`h`s[kq�ekpecdqp�vlr
^[k�rp`�ek�vlro�mo[^qe^`.

Tdep�peu-dlro�BLD�tehh�q[g`�mh[^`
Eoe_[v,�Jrk`��,�����,�aolj��:��
@M�ql��:���PM�[q�qd`�M[qq�Rlpp
B`kq`o�ek�Os`oh[k_�P[og.
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WRITE FOR THE BARLETTER!

If you are interested in writing for the
BarLetter and having your article
published, please contact Tana Griffith,
Executive Director at: tgriffith@jocobar.org

It is a great way to introduce yourself to
our members, increase your visibility and
connect with potential clients and
colleagues.

@UTHORSH I P �OPPORTUN I TY

��

G E T  P U B L I S H E D

Follow your Bar Association on Social Media

Ia�vlr�`kflv�ahemmekc�qdolrcd
A[oL`qq`o�[k_�^[q^dekc�rm�lk
mdlqlp�[k_�decdhecdqp�aolj�lro
j[kv�`s`kqpÃ�_lkÛq�aloc`qívlr
^[k�pq[v�^lkk`^q`_�teqd�rp�[hh
t``g�hlkc�lk�pl^e[h�j`_e[Æ
W`Ûo`�[^qes`�lk�E[^`]llgÃ
Ikpq[co[jÃ�Lekg`_IkÃ�[k_
Tdo`[_pÃ�pd[oekc�rm_[q`pÃ�
]`dek_çqd`çp^`k`p�jlj`kqpÃ�

[k_�rm^ljekc�lmmloqrkeqe`p
ql�c`q�ekslhs`_À�Elhhlt�rp�ql
g``m�qd`�^lks`op[qelk
clekcí[k_�ea�plj`qdekc
^[q^d`p�vlro�`v`Ã�_lkÛq
d`peq[q`�ql�×heg`ÃØ�^ljj`kqÃ
lo�pd[o`À�Ylro�`kc[c`j`kq
d`hmp�rp�^`h`]o[q`�lro
^ljjrkeqv�[k_�colt�eq
`s`k�pqolkc`oÆ
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S  ¦  N O T I C E S
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The Johnson County District Court has announced several upcoming docket

reassignments that will take effect MondayÃ June 1Ã 2026À These changes impact civilÃ

criminalÃ and domestic divisions and will affect case assignments throughout the

courtÀ

Among the updatesÃ Judge Rhonda Mason ¯Division 4° will transition to a combined

civil and criminal docketÃ assuming civil cases previously assigned to Judge Catherine

Triplett ¯Division 21° while also beginning to receive criminal cases from first

appearancesÀ Judge Joann Woltman ¯Division 11° will assume Division 4Ûs prior civil

docket and has recently relocated to Courtroom 6EÀ Judge Triplett will take over the

civil docket formerly assigned to retired Judge Hauber ¯Division 7°À Division 7 will

transition to handling domestic and family law matters previously assigned to Judge

WoltmanÃ with Senior Judge coverage in place pending the appointment of a new

district court judgeÀ

Attorneys and court users are encouraged to verify judicial assignments prior to

hearings or filingsÃ as some divisions may retain a limited number of currently

assigned casesÀ The court anticipates reassignment updates will begin appearing in

the case management system beginning the evening of May 28 and be completed by

May 31À

For the most current case assignment informationÃ visit the Kansas District Court

public case search website at casesearchÀkscourtsÀgovÀ

D O C K E T  R E A S S I G N M E N T S  E F F E C T I V E

J U N E  1 Ã  2 0 2 6



https://kscourts.gov/Newsroom/News-Releases/News/2026-News-Releases/May/Supreme-Court-Nominating-Commission-selects-nomine?utm_source=chatgpt.com




A N N O U N C E M E N T S  &  N O T I C E S
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The Johnson County Bar Association’s Civics Outreach Committee is expanding efforts to help

educate the public about the Kansas judicial system and the proposed constitutional amendment

that could change how Kansas Supreme Court justices are selected in the future.

Kansas voters may soon be asked to decide whether the state should move away from the current

appointment system and instead elect Kansas Supreme Court justices through statewide elections.

The proposal has generated significant discussion across the legal community and among civic

organizations regarding judicial independence, campaign influence, public accountability, and the

long term impact of judicial elections.

The Civics Outreach Committee is working to provide factual, nonpartisan educational information

to community groups and voters so the public has a better understanding of the proposed

amendment and what changes it could bring to the Kansas court system.

The committee is currently seeking attorneys and legal professionals interested in volunteering to

assist with public education presentations, community discussions, civic forums, and outreach

events throughout Johnson County and surrounding communities. Materials, talking points, and

informational resources will be provided.

The committee is also looking for community organizations, civic groups, neighborhood

associations, professional organizations, leadership groups, and other adult community audiences

that may be interested in hosting an informational presentation or discussion.

Public understanding and civic engagement remain an important part of maintaining confidence in

the judicial system, and the committee welcomes those interested in helping educate voters on

this important issue.

If you are interested in volunteering or have ideas for potential outreach opportunities, please

contact:

 Seeking Volunteers and 
Community Partners

Tana Griffith
tgriffith@jocobar.org

Katie McClaflin
kmcclaflin@mkmlawkc.com
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OEE IBD � SP@BD � EOR � L D@SD

��

Johnson County Bar Association members may place classified advertisements in both the

BarLetter and on the JCBA website at no costÀ Nonçmember listings may also be accepted for
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	FROM YOUR JOHNSON COUNTY BAR PRESIDENT

	Civic Education is a Cure!
	It has been such a fun couple of months! The JCBA hosted a wonderful Bench Bar program in early April. We held several networking opportunities, including Pickleball at Serv, JCDS Clean Up Days throughout the County, and traditional networking happy hours for our sections and in honor of Celebrating our 10th Judicial District Court. Thank you to everyone who attended, participated, and sponsored these events. We are a very proud and busy bar association – thank you for keeping that going.
	On top of our regularly scheduled programming, on May 1 we held an inaugural Law Day event at the Johnson County Courthouse with close to 80 in attendance, including middle and high school students, judges, and practitioners. We heard from several Judicial speakers on the importance of the Rule of Law, of our profession, and of Law Day. The event was an opportunity for lawyers to reaffirm their oath to the State and Federal Constitutions and an opportunity for the Bench and Bar to connect with respect and recognition of our profession. It was also a space for middle and high school students in Johnson County to watch us do those things.
	With the help of the Federal Bar Association Chapter for Kansas and Western District of Missouri, we were able to invite area students to meet and greet judges and practitioners and to take free civic education books back to their personal libraries.
	MDIVANI CORPORATE IMMIGRATION LAW FIRM DATCHISON@USLEGALIMMIGRATION.COM
	I am proud that JCBA is offering more civic education opportunities this year. It is well-documented that civic education is critical to maintaining a healthy democracy. A recent study published by the Pew Research Center found that only 17% of Americans say they fully trust our government. In 1958, when the study began, that number was at 73%. While trust in government is at an all-time low, polarization is at an all-time high with 8/10 U.S. adults saying that voters not only disagree on plans and policies but also cannot agree on basic facts.
	I firmly believe the way through these issues is access to civic education. We lawyers are uniquely situated to offer this. One upcoming opportunity is this Summer! The Johnson County Bar Association is rolling out unbiased, history-based civic education programming around the August ballot question on whether merit selection should remain in Kansas for Supreme Court Justices. We will be visiting local community groups, libraries, etc. to share the history of our system and provide education to our community members.
	This program, like much of what we do at JCBA, offers a true public service, and I hope you will join us. If you are interested in signing up to present or have an idea for a community organization we should reach out to, please email me or Tana!

	WELCOME

	What’s New at the JCBA
	FROM YOUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

	Building on a  Strong Foundation
	BY TANA GRIFFITH
	TGRIFFITH@JOCOBAR.ORG
	FROM YOUR JOHNSON COUNTY BAR FOUNDATION PRESIDENT

	Leadership in Action
	After more than a decade working in the legal field, I have seen one recurring theme ring true time and time again: leadership can take many forms.
	Leadership isn’t just heading up a group or organization. It’s not just being the “boss.” It’s not automatic. It isn’t something you can teach, necessarily. It’s not so much a title, as it is an art form and a practice. We’ve all had “leaders” in our firms or organizations who didn’t really get “it.” Leadership is elusive- it’s hard to pinpoint or define. But truly great leaders….well, you know them when you see them.
	It’s the quiet doers who are happy to pitch in or pick up the slack for a co-worker in need. It’s those who set an example and tone for the office that others aspire to emulate and embody. It’s someone who genuinely wants the best for their group or organization and encourages others to want the same by walking the walk, not just talking the talk. It’s those who help others and work alongside them in the trenches without wanting or expecting recognition or anything in return.
	Throughout my career, I’ve been blessed to work with numerous co-workers and attorneys who embody these very traits. I’ve learned so much from seeing how great leaders lead, and what they do each and every day- the big and the small things- to encourage others to follow in their footsteps. These things can be easy to miss. But if you take the time to look for it, you will see many amazing leaders working in every aspect of our Johnson County Bar. The difference these
	leaders make in their organizations, and in this Bar as a whole, cannot be overstated.
	When I think of leadership in action, I think of the stellar trustees on the Johnson County Bar Foundation Board that I have had the pleasure of serving with over the last seven years. As busy as they all are with work obligations and their families, they selflessly volunteer their time and talents to give back to the Bar community and those in need in our Johnson County community. The same goes for the leaders who serve on the Johnson County Bar Association Board and those who volunteer their time to help JCBA and JCBF carry out their missions through sponsoring events, CLEs, fundraisers, etc.
	As we slow down a bit to enjoy some summer fun- trips to the pool, vacations, etc.- I encourage us all to look around and recognize the quiet doers, the leaders who make our organizations and our Bar community a little bit better day by day, task by task. And I hope we all aspire to do the same.
	SENIOR PROSECUTOR MBELL@CITYOFSHAWNEE.ORG
	JOHNSON COUNTY BAR FOUNDATION FELLOW SPOTLIGHT


	JERRY MERRILL
	Firm name: Merrill Law
	Practice area/specialty/focus? Criminal Defense. I also serve as the Leawood Municipal Court Judge.
	Favorite aspect of your job? Colleagues. I’m fortunate to interact daily with attorneys, judges, and courthouse staff across a number of jurisdictions on a daily basis. I feel lucky to have developed friendships with people I also happen to see while working.
	Favorite hobbies? Golf - which is embarrassing to admit because my skill level is not remotely commensurate with the numbers of hours I’ve played.  I also enjoy finding ways to spend time with my teenage son that he doesn’t immediately consider lame.
	A little-known fact that people would be surprised to know about you? I come from a family of ping pong players. Outside of college, I’ve never lived in a house without a ping pong table, and I will accept all challengers.
	What made you want to become a Fellow and then eventually join the Board?  I attended Johnson County Bar Foundation events for years before I knew anything about the organization itself. Initially, I simply enjoyed the events and the sense of community they fostered amongst attorneys and judges.
	Several years ago, during the Foundation’s Legacy Event — its primary annual fundraiser — one of the highlighted charitable organizations particularly resonated with me. That’s when I learned the Foundation provides substantial financial support each year to numerous nonprofit organizations doing meaningful work in our community.
	The legal profession does not always enjoy the best public perception, and I am admittedly cynical at times. Being involved with an organization made up of legal professionals that provides real, tangible support to nonprofits doing incredible work in the community genuinely resonated with me. I’ve enjoyed every year I’ve served on the Board.
	CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

	Fellows make a commitment to financially support the goals and objectives of The Foundation through charitable contributions.
	Click this link to become a fellow today!
	JOHNSON COUNTY BAR FOUNDATION FELLOW SPOTLIGHT
	What value/benefit have you gained from your involvement with JCBF over the years? When I first started practicing, I noticed that many of the older attorneys had a genuine pride in being part of the Johnson County legal community. Over time, I realized that sense of pride comes from more than simply practicing law — it comes from investing in the community and supporting the people and organizations that make it stronger.
	My involvement with the Foundation has strengthened my appreciation for the legal community here and has allowed me to build relationships with attorneys and judges outside the normal day-to-day practice of law.
	What is your favorite thing about being a Fellow/being on the Board? The people. The Board is made up of genuinely good, fun, and dedicated people who care about the community and enjoy working together.
	Advice for anyone considering becoming a Fellow/wanting to get involved with JCBF? Come to the events. They are genuinely enjoyable, and you quickly realize the Foundation is doing meaningful work in the community. It’s a great way to meet people within the legal profession while also supporting organizations that make a real difference.
	YOUNG LAWYERS COLUMN


	Young Lawyers’ Section News
	The Young Lawyers Section of the Johnson County Bar Association continues to demonstrate that leadership is not a title, it is a practice. Whether in the courtroom, the community, or our own professional circles, young lawyers are uniquely positioned to shape the future of the profession through engagement, collaboration, and a willingness to step forward.
	That spirit of leadership was on full display at our recent joint happy hour with the Kansas Bar Association. The event saw an outstanding turnout, bringing together attorneys in a relaxed and collegial setting. Beyond the conversations and connections, the evening served as a reminder that leadership often begins with showing up. Building relationships, exchanging ideas, and fostering a sense of community across organizations is the foundation for growth. The success of the event demonstrates the value of collaboration and the strength of our legal community when we work together.
	As we look ahead, the Young Lawyers Section remains committed to providing opportunities for both professional development and connection. On August 20, YLS is hosting a joint CLE with the Senior Section, focused on identifying “red flags” that young attorneys should watch for in their practice. This program will be especially valuable, offering practical insights drawn from years of experience. Our panel will feature representatives from KALAP,
	the Office of Disciplinary Administration, and attorneys in different stages of their careers.
	This collaboration with the Senior Section reflects another key aspect of leadership: learning from those who have come before us. By engaging with more experienced attorneys, young lawyers gain not only knowledge, but perspective, which is an essential ingredient in sound judgment and effective advocacy.
	Leadership also means taking initiative within our own ranks. Whether by attending events, volunteering for committees, or simply reaching out to a colleague, each of us contributes to the culture and direction of the Young Lawyers Section. The momentum we are building is a direct result of members who are willing to invest their time and energy into something larger than themselves. We are so grateful to have a community that pours into the Bar and the next generation of lawyers.
	As the year progresses, we encourage all members to stay involved, attend upcoming events, and consider how they can play a role in shaping our section’s future. Leadership opportunities are everywhere, they often just require a willingness to step forward.
	ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY, ROTH DAVIES JORDAN@ROTHDAVIES.COM
	YOUNG LAWYERS SECTION


	Young Lawyer Spotlight: Maria Davies
	COMING UP SOON!

	PROGRAM SCHEDULE
	REGISTER NOW!

	We’ve Got You Covered CLE June 5, 2026
	SCAN OR REGISTER  HERE
	Register for the full day or half day program options.
	Approved for CLE credit in both Kansas and Missouri for a total of 6.0 hours, including 2.0 hours of Ethics and Professionalism.
	Attendance is limited and advance registration is required.
	LAW DAY RECAP


	Law Day 2026 Brings Legal Community Together for Civic Celebration
	The Johnson County legal community gathered on May 1 at the Johnson County District Courthouse to celebrate Law Day 2026 with a morning focused on civic education, the rule of law, and professional responsibility. The event was hosted through a collaboration between the Johnson County Bar Association, the Federal Bar Association, and the Johnson County District Court.
	Attorneys, judges, law students, and local students attended the program, which emphasized the importance of public trust in the legal system and civic understanding within the community.
	The program included remarks from members of both the state and federal bench, along with a reaffirmation of the attorney oath. Danielle Atchison provided opening remarks on behalf of the JCBA. Retired Kansas Supreme Court Chief Justice Lawton Nuss participated in the ceremony, while Jennifer H. Wieland provided remarks representing the federal judiciary. Judge Erica Schoenig helped lead the program and played an important role throughout the event.
	A proclamation recognizing the importance of the rule of law, signed on behalf of the Johnson County Board of County Commissioners, was also recognized as part of the event.
	Approximately 80 attendees participated, including nearly 50 students from local schools. Students received civics themed books through support from the Federal Bar Association, helping encourage civic engagement and legal education among younger generations.
	The JCBA appreciates the judges, volunteers, community partners, and attendees who helped make the event possible and continue supporting public understanding of the legal system and the rule of law.
	Chief Justice Nuss (Ret.)
	Danielle Atchison
	Hon. Erica Schoenig
	MEMBERS’ VOICES

	JUDICIAL EVALUATIONS MATTER
	BY ROBYN BUTLER  PARTNER, WALLACE SAUNDERS
	JCBA & KCMBA Solo/Small Firm Networking Event


	Juvenile Law Update & Resource Navigator CLE
	All Bar Networking and Happy Hour at Transport Brewery
	Bar Breakfast
	Early Practice Red Flags and Professional Risks CLE
	Bar Association
	ICYMI: A LOOK BACK AT THE LAST FEW MONTHS!
	ICYMI: A LOOK BACK AT THE LAST FEW MONTHS!
	GET PUBLISHED

	WRITE FOR THE BARLETTER!
	Follow your Bar Association on Social Media
	Love the BarLetter? Stay Connected Online!
	If you enjoy flipping through BarLetter and catching up on photos and highlights from our many events, don’t forget—you can stay connected with us all week long on social media! We’re active on Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, and Threads, sharing updates,  behind-the-scenes moments,
	and upcoming opportunities to get involved. Follow us to keep the conversation going—and if something catches your eye, don’t hesitate to “like,” comment, or share. Your engagement helps us celebrate our community and grow it even stronger!

	ANNOUNCEMENTS & NOTICES


	DOCKET REASSIGNMENTS EFFECTIVE JUNE 1, 2026
	ANNOUNCEMENTS & NOTICES
	SUPREME COURT NEWS KANSAS SUPREME COURT NOMINEES ANNOUNCED
	The Kansas Supreme Court Nominating Commission has selected three nominees to send to Governor Laura Kelly for consideration in filling the Kansas Supreme Court vacancy created by the retirement of Justice Marla Luckert earlier this year.
	The three nominees are: Carl Folsom of Lawrence, district judge in Douglas County District Court K. Christopher Jayaram of Lenexa, district judge in Johnson County District Court Robert Wonnell of Olathe, district judge in Johnson County District Court
	The governor now has 60 days to appoint one of the nominees to the Kansas Supreme Court.
	Kansas uses a merit based judicial selection system established through a constitutional amendment approved by Kansas voters in 1958. The process includes public interviews, commission review, and gubernatorial appointment.
	The Johnson County Bar Association is proud to see strong representation from the Johnson County legal community among this year’s nominees.
	For full details on the nomination process and nominees, visit Kansas Judicial Branch News Release


	Ready to advertise in  The BarLetter?
	Contact: tgriffith@jocobar.org
	ANNOUNCEMENTS & NOTICES


	Seeking Volunteers and  Community Partners
	Katie McClaflin kmcclaflin@mkmlawkc.com
	Tana Griffith tgriffith@jocobar.org
	KCMO
	LEAWOOD
	OLATHE
	WESTWOOD
	NOW HIRING

	KANSAS LEGAL SERVICES
	CIVIL SECTION Blake Vande Garde | Chair Tad Kardis | Vice Chair Greg Tourigny | Secretary
	CRIMINAL SECTION  Hon. Gyllenborg | Chair Sheena Foye | Vice Chair Chance Berndt | Secretary
	FAMILY SECTION     Hon. Triplett | Chair Vashia Dadiotis | Vice Chair Laura Smith | Secretary
	PROBATE Marion Stern | Chair Barry Martin | Vice Chair Brant McCoy | Secretary
	SOLO/SMALL FIRM Betsy Mellor | Chair Stephanie Hamman | Vice Chair Jerald Cook | Secretary

	YOUNG LAWYER SECTION Jordan Morton | Chair Autumn Green | Vice Chair Marissa Mallon | Secretary
	SENIOR SECTION     Alleen VanBebber | Chair Laura McConwell | Vice Chair Steve Henry | Secretary
	MEMORIES FROM 2025 CLEAN UP DAYS



